
Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

Judges (April 21) 
 

Reading Judges 

A young man climbs down from the loft. Oxen, a donkey, and a few goats rise up from the dirt-packed floor. They 

low and bleat for more fodder as they stretch and stomp. The young man leans against a pillar, watching his 

grandmother, who turns flat loaves of bread in an oven. She rises and places a warm loaf in his left hand. His father 

passes and places a lead rope in his right. It is time to yoke the oxen. Late fall means preparing the fields for sowing. 

 

The young man steps into the cool air, leading the oxen from the ground floor of their home. As he walks, he runs 

his hand along a light gray mud-brick wall, worn smooth by the oxen’s girth as they lumber to and from the fields 

each day. Near the edge of town, they pass a high, square tower. Its rugged stones stand ready to resist the next raid 

on their village. In the village gateway, elders take their seats. They nod in approval at the young man’s early start 

and the modest gait of his ox team. Outside the city walls spread the stubbled fields where they had cut the wheat 

that June. Beyond, on the hills, rises an oak forest that echoes with the ax flows of slaves, felling trees for the 

morning and evening sacrifices at the local shrine. So go the days and seasons in the Israelite settlements of central 

Canaan. 

 

Theme and Theology 

The book of Judges characterizes the life of Israel in the Promised Land from the death of Joshua to the rise of the 

monarchy. On the one hand, it is an account of frequent apostasy, provoking divine chastening. On the other hand, it 

tells of urgent appeals to God in times of crisis, moving the Lord to raise up leaders (judges) through whom he 

throws off foreign oppressors and restores the land to peace. 

 

Out of the recurring cycles of disobedience, foreign oppression, cries of distress, and deliverance emerges another 

important theme: the covenant faithfulness of the Lord. The amazing patience and long-suffering of God are no 

better demonstrated than during this unsettled period.  

 

Literary Features 

Even a quick reading of Judges discloses its basic threefold division: (1) a prologue (Judges 1:1-3:6), (2) a main 

body (Judges 3:7-16:31), and (3) an epilogue (chapters 17-21). The whole design of the book from prologue to 

epilogue, the unique manner in which each section deals with the age as a whole, and the way the three major 

divisions are interrelated clearly portray an age gone awry – an age when “everyone did as he saw fit.”  

 

The book portrays the centuries after Joshua as a time of Israelite unfaithfulness to the Lord and of her surrender to 

the allurements of Canaan. Only by the mercies of God was Israel not overwhelmed and absorbed by the pagan 

nations around her. Meanwhile, however, the history of redemption virtually stood still – awaiting the forward 

movement of the Lord’s servant David and the establishment of his dynasty. 

 

Blessings for Readers 

The book of Judges chronicles the moral decay that afflicted Israel and led to its oppression, at times recording 

events so shocking one can scarcely believe they appear in sacred Scripture. Yet these historic examples have a 

blessed purpose: to warn us against the spiritual indifference and moral decay that would stalk our generation and 

the next. They show how important our duty is as God’s family to teach God’s word. 

 

And what is the message of the word? The Lord hears the cries of his people. He does not forget them but multiplies 

his mercy generation after generation. As you study Judges, call out to the Lord on behalf of your family, your 

children and grandchildren, that the Spirit of the Lord would rest on them and they would know their deliverer, 

Jesus.  


